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WILDLIFE RESCUE  Ring: 13 000 94535   

 

APRIL 

 
 
60mm rainfall recorded in Melton South on 1st April. 
Could be a daily record! Afterward  only 1mm rain 
recorded for the whole of March!  
 
From 96mm rain in January we had 6mm the 
following February & 1mm in March. Low rainfall for 
the last three months, interspersed by heatwaves, 
meant we were back to watering, to save our 
plants. However, after April’s rain there should be 
no more need to water! We hope!! 
 

APRIL ACTIVITIES 

Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group 
Working bee in Pinkerton Forest 
On Thursday 4th April Irene & Daryl returned to 
Pinkerton Forest where we resumed spraying the 
Galenia. After 54mm rain in Pinkerton we may 
need to redouble our efforts as weeds respond to 
the rain. As we lost many plants due to prolonged 
dry periods last spring the rain is welcome, 
although it can be a two-edged sword. 
 
Irene noted that the Dichondras, dry & desiccated 
but a week ago were now looking green & lush  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
after the rain. As well as several Common Brown 
butterflies we saw this Meadow Argus sheltering in  
the grass, presumably waiting to warm itself before 
flying off.  

 
Irene spraying Galenia in Pinkerton 

 

 
Dichondra ground cover in Pinkerton 

 
As we were having lunch we noticed a sea-eagle 
flying overhead. It circled over the dam a few times 
then folded back its wings, making an almost 
vertical stoop toward the dam, only to abort the 
dive before reaching the water. It then perched in 
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an adjacent tree. The place was immediately alive 
with the sound of birds calling. Galahs, Corellas, 
Magpies as well as the Noisy Miners & other 
diverse small birds were now calling loudly. The 
Corellas seemed to be mobbing the eagle. Several 
flocks of ducks (presumably the target of the 
eagle’s attention) burst into the air, circling around 
& then landing on the water again.  After several 
minutes we realised there was a pair of sea-eagles 
circling above the dam. The large female made 
another abortive stoop toward the water before 
joining the smaller male circling above. It is good to 
see they are still in the area. Hopefully they may 
return to the nest they built here back in 2007. 

 
Meadow Argus Butterfly Pinkerton 

 

White-bellied Sea-eagle by Nora Peters 2009 

We will return to Pinkerton again on Thursday 11th 
April to once again resume weeding. 
 
Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group: 
Working bee in Pinkerton Forest 
On Thursday 11th April Irene & Daryl returned to 
Pinkerton to resume spraying Galenia. We appear 
to be making progress. We enjoyed a visit from a 
large Wedge-tailed Eagle that flew over the Forest. 
We were also treated to a lengthy & noisy 
confrontation between a pair of Black-shouldered 
Kites & a Brown Falcon. The Kites were trying to 
move on the Falcon, which appeared equally 
determined not to leave. There appeared to e no 
physical confrontation between the warring raptors, 
just a lot of shrieking from the kits & much cackling 
from the falcon. Bothe raptors regularly nest here, 
the kites in Pinkerton Link & the falcons in the 
Forest.  
 
Over lunch we discussed the possibility of planting 
understory shrubs in the Forest to provide habitat 
for the smaller birds. We seem to have lost our 
beautiful Diamond Firetails & we would prefer not 
to lose any more vulnerable woodland species. 
Jacky Winters, Brown Treecreepers & Red-browed 
Finches are still there but in smaller numbers. 
Perhaps planting shrubs such as Hymenanthera, 
Bursaria, Acacia acinacea & Eremophila, in smaller 
numbers so that we can take care of these more 
intensively (ie watering), may achieve this. We 
have over thirty Buloke seedlings that hopefully 
should be ready for planting this coming winter. 
 
Bird walk at Little Blind Creek 

 
 
On Saturday 20th April Denise, Lorraine, Lyndal, 
Pam, Debra & Daryl visited Little Blind Creek in 
Melton for our monthly bird walk. Little Blind Creek 
flows through Melton, meeting Toolern Creek at 
Hannah Watts Park. It is home for large numbers of 
birds. The many old hollow trees provide nest sites 
for many hollow-nesting birds & possums. Little 
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Blind Creek is part of the Toolern Creek wildlife 
corridor that runs through Melton; from Toolern 
Vale to the Werribee River. On the few occasions 
when the sun came out it was quite warm but the 
morning was mostly dark & gloomy, which was 
reflected in low bird numbers. 

 
Red Gum seedlings growing in footpath 

 

 
Tree shattered by storm damage 

 
On the Centenary Avenue bridge footpath were 
several Red Gum seedlings. Their future here is 
unlikely but hopefully there are many more in the 
ground beside the creek. There were several large 
Red Gums that had suffered considerable storm 
damage. One seemed to have been shattered by 
lightning. There were many active nests of large 
black bullants, probably Myrmecia pyriformis. One 
of these nests had been decapitated by recent 
grass cutting operations, causing a large number of 
the ants to be milling around. They did not appear 
very happy so we kept well out of their reach. The 
presence of a Hobby (spotted by Lorraine’s sharp 
eyes) was given away by the alarm calls of small 
birds. A Rock Correa planted beside the creek 
(more naturally found in local rocky gorges) had 
about ten New Holland Honeyeaters noisily feeding 
on the many flowers.   
 

Like most creekside sites in Melton there is a suite 
of about 30 bird species to be seen, although not at 
the same time or the same place.  
19 bird species were seen: 
Little Raven   Magpie 
White-plumed Honeyeater    Noisy Miner       
New Holland Honeyeater Red Wattlebird 
Mudlark   Willy Wagtail 
Mynah    Starling 
Welcome Swallow  Blackbird 
White Cockatoo   Rainbow Lorikeet 
Eastern Rosella  Red-rumped Parrot 
Hobby    Turtledove     
Black Duck 
 
Eynesbury Environment Group                        
Eynesbury Market 

 
Lorraine at Eynesbury Market 

 
Eynesbury Environment Group had a stall at                    
Eynesbury Market in April where we sold about 
$130 worth of locally indigenous plants. The 
beautiful autumn day resulted in large crowds as 
many people took advantage of a morning out in 
the warm sun; enjoying the fairground atmosphere. 
 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group 
PLEG meeting  Thursday 16th May 10.00   
Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group’s 
(PLEG) next meeting will be Thursday 16th May 
10.00 in Pinkerton Forest at the Green Shed, 
following a working bee in the Forest.  
Cottrell Road. Melway Map 221. 
 
PLEG: Bird survey Pinkerton & Eynesbury  
Sunday 19th May 9.00   
Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group (PLEG) 
& Werribee Wagtails will hold a quarterly buird 
survey in Pinkerton Forest, Mulla Mulla Woodland 
(aka Bushs Paddock) & Eynesbury Forest. 
For more info: John McKenzie 
jackmack37@hotmail.com; or Daryl Akers 

mailto:jenniferkayakers@outlook.com
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jenniferkayakers@outlook.com; (0438 277 252). 
Meet at Mt Cottrell Road. Melway Map 221 Ref H8 
Gates open 8.45 am, walk starts 9.00 
 
Eynesbury Environment Group                        
EEG Meeting Wednesday 22nd May 22 
meeting will be on Wednesday 18th February at Ms 
Peacock Restaurant & Bar, Eynesbury Homestead.  
Arrive at 6.00 for tea for a 7.00 start 
 
EEG Meeting Wednesday 18th September 7 - 
9pm 
Ms Peacock Restaurant & Bar, Eynesbury 
Homestead. Arrive at 6.00 for tea for a 7.00 start 
 
EEG Meeting Wednesday 13th November 7 – 
9.00 pm 
Ms Peacock Restaurant & Bar, Eynesbury 
Homestead  
 

Eynesbury Market 

Eynesbury Environment Group is a regular 
participant in Eynesbury Market as a stall holder 
Sunday 24th March   Sunday 28th April 
Sunday 26th May   Sunday 23rd June 
Sunday 28th July  Sunday 25th August 
Sunday 22nd September Sunday 27th October 
Sunday 24th November        Sunday 22nd December 
 

BIRDWATCHING IN MELTON  

Birdwatching activities in Melton are now confined 
to two groups. 
These include: 

• Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group  

• Eynesbury Environment Group 
 

PLEG / Werribee Wagtrails 

Bird surveys at Pinkerton & Eynesbury  

Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group (PLEG) 
& Werribee Wagtails once again invite the 
community to join them birding at Pinkerton Forest 
& Mulla Mulla Woodland (Bush's Paddock) in the 
morning & Eynesbury Forest in the afternoon. 
Toilets, café & bar at Eynesbury & composting 
toilet at Pinkerton.  Eynesbury Forest, is one of 
Victoria’s largest remaining stands of Grey Box), 
We finish around 3 pm. Flat but uneven ground, 
with no paths. 
 
Within the greater City of Melton, over 170 different 
bird species have been recorded. About 127 bird 
species have been recorded at Pinkerton & about 
170 at Eynesbury to date. Wedge-tailed Eagles 
regularly nest in these woodlands. These quarterly 
surveys provide valuable data as to both bird 

diversity & numbers in these woodlands. Citizen 
science in action! We may see some of the 60 or 
so kangaroos that live across all three of these 
adjoining sites. Birds of Pinkerton & Eynesbury 
Forests are recorded on eBird.  
 
Pinkerton is private property located at 
athttp://goo.gl/maps/drFnS. 0-p’;l./;   
From Werribee, drive up Tarneit Road, turn left into 
Boundary Road, then turn right into Mt Cottrell 
Road. After about 3 Km, just after a rise, there is a 
group of houses on the left. The gravel track to 
Pinkerton (behind a locked gate) is just before the 
first house (1668 Mt Cottrell Road).  
 
Mulla Mulla Grassland (formerly Bush’s Paddock) 
is accessed by the same track. For more info: John 
McKenzie jackmack37@hotmail.com; or Daryl 
Akers jenniferkayakers@outlook.com; (0438 277 
252). Meet at Mt Cottrell Road. Melway Map 221 
Ref H8 Gates open 8.45 am, walk starts 9.00 
 
Pinkerton & Eynesbury bird surveys are held 
quarterly on the third Sunday of February, May, 
August & November  
 
Walks in 2024: 
Sunday 19th May  Sunday 18th Augus 
Sunday 17th November 
 

Eynesbury Environment Group: 

Nature Walks 

The Eynesbury Environment Group’s (EEG) nature 
walks are back for 2024. Join us for a guided walk 
through the Eynesbury Grey Box Forest and 
discover why it is one of the most important 
woodlands around Melbourne. 
 
Meet outside of the Eynesbury General Store. 
Bring long pants, walking shoes, water, binoculars 
(available to borrow), camera. All walks are free! 
All ages, bird watching abilities and interest levels 
welcome. More walks and events are added 
throughout the year. For further details, updates or    
to join the Group contact us 
at: eynesbury.environment.group@gmail.com;  or 
follow Eynesbury Environment Group on Facebook. 
 
Eynesbury Environment Group’s nature walks  
Sunday 26th May  9am - 11:30am 
Eynesbury Nature Walk - Swift Parrot survey 
 
Sunday 28th July  9am - 11:30am 
Eynesbury Nature Walk  
 

mailto:jenniferkayakers@outlook.com
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Saturday 5th October  7pm - 9pm 
Eynesbury Nature Night Walk  
Meet at Tooronga Rd 
 
Sunday 3rd November   9am - 11:30am 
Eynesbury Flora Walk  
Led by Simon and Lorraine Jolly 
 

EEG Bird Walks: schedule for 2024 

Saturday 18th May Melton Botanic Garden 
Melton Botanic Garden features plants that 
tolerate a dry climate and low water conditions. It 
is one of Melton’s finest birding sites. Gather at the 
information Shelter near the corner of Williams & 
Tullidge Streets.. Melways Map 337 Ref: C10 and 
D10 
 
Saturday 15th June Hannah Watts Park 
Hannah Watts Park is a popular park, beside 
Toolern Creek, in High St, just east of the 
shopping centre, opposite the golf course. Melway 
Page 337 Ref D9  
 
Saturday 20th July Toolern Creek 
Toolern Creek (Big Red) There is a footpath that 
runs along the creek. The creek forms a corridor 
for birds & other wildlife through Melton, from 
Toolern Vale in the north to the Toolern Regional 
Park in the south, thence to the Werribee River. 
Meet at Tamar Drive Melway Ref 337 C9 
 
Saturday 17th August Strathtulloh 
Strathtulloh Woodland is a remnant regenerating 
Grey Box Woodland overlooking Toolern Creek 
Meet in Strathtulloh Circuit Melway 343 Ref A12 
 
Saturday 14th September Melton Gilgai 
Melton Gilgai Woodland (Harkness Road 
Woodland) is a remnant Grey Box/ Yellow Gum 
woodland. We hope to see a variety of woodland 
birds. Perhaps also some of the 100+ kangaroos 
that live here. 
Meet in Harkness Road Melway map 330 Ref B11 
Drive through Melton along High Street, west 
along the old Western Highway toward Bacchus 
Marsh. 
Turn right (north) into Harkness Road, just before 
descending into the deep Anthonys Cutting. 
There is a woodland a few km down the road. 
 
Saturday 19th October Eynesbury Forest 
Eynesbury is a 200 hectare Grey Box Woodland 
with over 150 bird species observed so far, as well 
as a small ornamental lake rich in wetland birdlife. 
A rare opportunity to see woodland bird species. 
Toilet facilities, general store, restaurant & bar! On 

Fire Ban Days, walk will be around the lake only. 
Eynesbury Discovery Centre Melway 226 Ref H1 
 
Saturday 16th November Long Forest Mallee 
Long Forest Mallee (LFM) is a unique Mallee 
remnant between Melton & Bacchus Marsh. Long 
Forest Road Melway 335 Ref E3 
 

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS 

Wild Koala Day  
Friday May 3rd  
‘Wild Koala Day was started in 2016 by a network 
of independent koala conservation and 
rehabilitation groups all over Australia. Most of the 
groups involved with Wild Koala Day have been 
advocating for koalas for many years, some for 
decades. Our experience is first-hand. We 
represent the front line of koala conservation, 
working with our local communities at a grass-roots 
level. 
We know about tragedy, heartbreak, and feelings 
of futility. We also know that facing reality, and 
taking action is the best course. Every time we face 
a disaster we get back up and keep working for 
koalas. The disasters might keep coming, but we 
are not beaten. 
Koalas are still here, living wild and free in the Bush 
where they belong. In some places that would not 
be the case without the tireless efforts of many 
good people. All those people can hold their heads 
up with pride. 
When koalas need help, we will be there for them. 
Will you join us? 
On Wild Koala Day we encourage everyone 
to register to plant a tree, sign a petition to protect a 
forest, or phone a politician to show them we care 
about koalas and we will not give up and we will not 
be beaten. ‘ 
https://www.wildkoaladay.com.au/; 
 
https://www.koalaclancyfoundation.org.au/; 
 
Djerriwarrh Creek & Bridge Community Group 
Saturday 11th May 2.00The Avenue Bowls Club  
The Djerriwarrh Creek & Bridge Community Group 
will hold a public community meeting in The 
Avenue bowls Club. 254 Main St  Bacchus Marsh 
‘Come & hear what we have planned & offer new 
ideas 
Invitations open for committee members 
Be an active part of the solution” 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2862909072019
08/?ref=share_group_link; 
 
Old Djerriwarrh Bridge is a beautul old sandstone 
bridge spanning Djerriwarrh Creek at the bottom of 

mailto:jenniferkayakers@outlook.com
https://www.wildkoaladay.com.au/what-to-do/
https://www.wildkoaladay.com.au/what-to-do/
https://www.wildkoaladay.com.au/
https://www.koalaclancyfoundation.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/286290907201908/?ref=share_group_link
https://www.facebook.com/groups/286290907201908/?ref=share_group_link


 

Daryl Akers  Phone: 0438 277 252     email: jenniferkayakers@outlook.com  

6 

Anthonys Cutting midway between Melton & 
Bacchus Marsh on the old Ballarat Road (Western 
Highway). This stretch of the old highway as been 
replaced by the new Western Highway Bypass.  
 
Djerriwarrh Creek runs through the Long Forest 
Mallee. Long Forest Mallee (LFM) is a unique 
Mallee remnant between Melton & Bacchus Marsh. 
This small unique mallee remnant escaped the 
volcanic eruptions & lava flows that occurred over a 
million years ago, cutting of this mallee pocket from 
the rest of the mallee in northern & western 
Victoria. It is described in detail in the book “Birds 
of the Long Forest’ compiled by Friends of Long 
Forest Mallee & Werribee Gorge, after twenty years 
of bird surveys! Sadly it has become an eyesore 
due its being a dumping place for rubbish, as 
reported in Melton Moorabool Star Weekly:   
https://meltonmoorabool.starweekly.com.au/news/n
ew-love-for-old-bridge/; 

 
 

 
 
Wattle Day  
Sunday September 1st 
September 1st, the first day of spring, is recognised 
as Wattle Day in Australia. According to the Wattle 
Day Association: ‘Since 1992 National Wattle Day 
has been 1st September in all of Australia's States 
and Territories. Before then, Australians in different 
States celebrated wattle day on different days 
between August and September.  
https://wattleday.asn.au/; 

Melton Wildlife   

Kangaroos in Pinkerton  
These Grey Kangaroos were seen on the laneway 
between Pinkerton Forest & Pinkerton Link in April.  
On a recent visit to check the wildlife camera four 
kangaroos were seen in the paddock beside the 
lane leading from Mt Cottrell Rd to Pinkerton. They 
immediately fled to Pinkerton Forest where they 
continued through the Forest. On their way through 
the Forest they picked up another four kangaroos. 
They all then crossed the lane into Pink Link, 
pausing in the lane to consider matters. They 
continued through the Link into Mulla Mulla 
Woodlad (Bush’s Paddock). On their way through 
the Forest they also disturbed the old man 
kangaroo who leads a solitary life in Pinkerton. 
However, he remained in Pinkerton, without 
following the rest into the Link. A total of nine 
kangaroos in Pinkerton now! Mulla Mulla still 
seems to be their place of refuge when disturbed. 
The old kangaroo no longer has Pinkerton to 
himself.  

 
 
Kangaroos in Harkness Road 
These two Kangaroos were seen sheltering from 
the sun’s heat beneath an isolated tree beside 
Harkness Road in Melton, across the road from the 
new housing estate.  

 
 

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

Melton Wildlife Corridors 

Melton is fast becoming engulfed with housing. 
However, there are several natural corridors that 

mailto:jenniferkayakers@outlook.com
https://meltonmoorabool.starweekly.com.au/news/new-love-for-old-bridge/
https://meltonmoorabool.starweekly.com.au/news/new-love-for-old-bridge/
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traverse Melton, providing corridors through which 
wildlife can migrate through this sea of 
development. Migrating birds especially uses these 
corridors on their annual migrations through our 
region. Perhaps the most visible & brightly-coloured 
example of this is the Sacred Kingfisher. These 
arrive in Melton in late November, almost like 
clockwork, before moving southward to nest along 
the Werribee River. 
 
These corridors are: 
Arnolds Creek corridor          Toolern Creek corridor 
Little Blind Creek corridor Ryans Creek corridor 
 
Two of these (Arnolds Creek & Ryans Creek) have 
had part of their length ‘re-wilded’ whereby the 
concrete drains through which they flowed had 
been removed & the creeksides revegetated with 
indigenous vegetation. 
 
Reimagining Arnolds Creek                                   

 
Arnolds Creek corridor 

“Arnolds Creek was the first to be ‘reimagined’ in 
early 2020. Located in a highly urbanised 
catchment joining the Werribee River, the creek 
was characterised by a concrete channel that ran 
up either side of a grassy reserve. This area had 

around one-third of the area of open space per 
person compared to the wider Melton Council area, 
which has a lower socio-economic demographic 
generally and the fastest growing population rate of 
all local government areas.                                   
“An important aim of the Reimagining Your Creek 
program is to create engaging spaces for 
community enjoyment, recreation and wellbeing. To 
create these public open spaces, it has been 
essential to work alongside external stakeholders 
and the local community.                                      
“For the Arnolds Creek restoration, we held a 
number of public engagement events and 
workshops in and around the site, as well as 
through our online portal, Your Say. In this way, 
communities were able to share their thoughts and 
ideas on the proposed design, which could then be 
further developed in response to community 
needs.”    
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/about/what-
we-do/research-and-innovation/reimagining-
arnolds-creek;  

Arnolds Creek wildlife corridor 
Arnolds Creek flows almost entirely through Melton, 
beginning just north of Porteous Rd, between 
Melton Gilgai Woodland & the proposed new 
Melton Cemetery, through Melton, to its confluence 
with the Werribee River at Melton Reservoir. Its 
proximity to Long Forest Mallee adds to its value to 
wildlife.   
 
Ryans Creek                                                           
“ City of Melton engaged Engeny to undertake the 
detailed design of rehabilitation works for Ryans 
Creek in Melton. Ryans Creek previously consisted 
of a winding grassed floodway with a concrete lined 
channel.                                                                
This project has transformed the waterway corridor 
to something genuinely  aesthetically pleasing, 
whilst also achieving a range of benefits for City of 
Melton, Melbourne Water, the Melton Botanic 
Gardens, landowners and the Melton community 
including; maintaining flood capacity, providing for 
water harvesting for Melton Botanic Gardens, 
improving water quality, enhanced public open 
space and creation of habitat for frogs, birds and 
other animals.                                                        
The project was also a finalist in the 2017 Keep 
Victoria Beautiful Sustainable Cities Awards in the 
clean beach / waterway category.                   
https://www.engeny.com.au/ryans-creek-
rehabilitation-project-stormwater-vic-award-finalist/ 
 
 
 

mailto:jenniferkayakers@outlook.com
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https://yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/reimagining-your-creek/project-stories-and-inspiration
https://www.kvb.org.au/
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https://www.engeny.com.au/ryans-creek-rehabilitation-project-stormwater-vic-award-finalist/
https://www.engeny.com.au/ryans-creek-rehabilitation-project-stormwater-vic-award-finalist/
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Melton Wildlife           

Frog hotspot: Rees Road Wetlands  
The massive rain event or December-January 
triggered an equally massive frog breeding event in 
the Rees Road Wetlands. A decade or so ago 
there was one wetland here but as a result of 
surrounding housing development there is now 
another, much larger man-made wetland just 
across the road. Over the soggy New Year period a 
total of four species were heard calling: 
Common Froglets  Spotted Mash Frogs 
Whistling Treefrogs  Pobblebonks 

 
 
In previous wet years Spadefoot Toads could be 
heard calling here from the older, smaller wetland. 
However, these call & breed in the colder months 
so perhaps we may need to search for them again 
during heavy winter rains.  
 
Spadefoot Toads were recorded here in March 
2017: 
‘After several days rain in late March a single 
Spadefoot Toad was heard calling from the small 
wetland in Rees Road, in Melton South. The call is 
a long drawn out purring sound that can carry a 
surprisingly long distance in the night. These 
uncommon frogs burrow deep into the soil when 
their wetland dries out, using ‘spades’ on their hind 
legs. Despite their name, they are frogs, not toads! 
Perhaps Spadefoot Frogs may be a more suitable 
name? Apparently they may burrow a metre deep 
into the soil to escape drought. They have been 
recorded in only a few places around Melbourne, 
including Melton South & Sunbury. Several have 
been recorded in Rees Road Wetland in Melton 
South as well as beside Pinkerton Forest near 
Cottrell. In the past they could be heard calling 
about three days after heavy rains. Recent rains 
were not heavy enough to fill the wetland with 
water and bring them out of their refuges deep 
underground, hence only the one frog calling, & 
only for one night. Hopefully more heavy rains may 

fill the wetland with water & induce these elusive 
frogs to the surface to breed. Their future is 
uncertain as a large housing estate is developing 
just across the road. Hopefully this remnant 
population will not be destroyed by housing 
development.’ 

https://natureoutwest.wordpress.com/2017/04/12/s
padefoot-toads-in-melton-south-after-heavy-rains/;   
 
Wattle Day  
Sunday September 1st 
September 1st, the first day of spring, is recognised 
as Wattle Day in Australia. According to the Wattle 
Day Association: ‘Since 1992 National Wattle Day 
has been 1st September in all of Australia's States 
and Territories. Before then, Australians in different 
States celebrated wattle day on different days 
between August and September.  
https://wattleday.asn.au/; 
 
Noted ornithologist & early Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria member A J Campbell, founded the ‘Wattle 
Club’ & advocated the creation of a ‘Wattle Day’ to 
commemorate these most well-known of Australian 
flowers; & as a celebration of Australia. Wattle Day 
is a fitting day for environmentalists, especially 
local ones, to celebrate. A J Campbell founded a 
Wattle Club in Victoria in 1899 to promote a Wattle 
Day demonstration every September to encourage 
recognition of the flower as a symbol of patriotism. 
In 1908 he delivered a lecture entitled 'Wattle Time; 
or Yellow-haired September' in which he stated that 
'by numbers, the Wattle is almost exclusively 
Australian, and should undoubtedly be our National 
Flower'.  
https://australianhumanitiesreview.org/2007/02/01/y
ellow-haired-september-a-reflection-on-the-
national-floral-emblem-in-aj-campbells-golden-
wattle1/; 
 
Melton has a long historic connection with Wattle 
Day. A J Campbell was a member of the Pinkerton 
family, early settlers at Melton. Their property was 
beside the Werribee River, where Western Water’s 
treatment plan stands today. It is still known today 
as Pinkerton Forest. His interest in birds & natural 
history was no doubt fuelled by many visits to 
Pinkerton Forest & the nearby Werribee River.  
According to Wikipedia: ‘the first recognised use of 
wattle as a symbol of the first day of spring was the 
formation in 1899 of a 'Wattle Club' in Victoria by 
Mr A. J. Campbell, a field naturalist. For several 
years the club organised bush outings on the first 
day in September. The first suggestion of a Wattle 
Day was made by Mr Campbell during a speech in 
September 1908.’  
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