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WILDLIFE RESCUE  Ring: 13 000 94535   

 

MAY 

 
 
A disappointing 16mm rainfall recorded in Melton 
South for May. Hoping for better rains in winter to 
enable planting. 
 

MAY ACTIVITIES 

Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group 
Working bee in Pinkerton Forest 

 
Irene & Susie with Eutaxia in Pinkerton 

 
On Thursday 2nd May Irene & Daryl continuing 
spraying Galenia in Pinkerton Forest. We had a  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
surprise visit from Susie Gerraty, the new Co-
ordinator with Naturewest. We finally finished  
spraying the Galenias along the laneway fence. 
Unfortunately we found plenty left to weed toward 
the interior of the Forest. We discovered a very 
healthy Bushpea / Egg & Bacon bush (Eutaxia 
diffusa). This had been planted by Frances many 
years ago so it was gratifying to find it so large & 
healthy. We look forward to seeing it in flower this 
coming spring.  
 
We also found what may be Olive seedlings in the 
Forest. These will need to be positively identified, & 
removed if they are Olives. After the spraying we 
had a lunchtime meeting with Susie, discussing the 
history of Pinkerton Forest & plans for the future. 
We also discussed the need to plant an understory 
to provide habitat for wildlife, especially vulnerable 
woodland birds that we may be in danger of losing. 
Sadly the Buloke seedlings being grown by Irene & 
Daryl will probably not be ready for planting this 
winter. It has been speculated by some that we 
may have lost our Diamond Firetails (last observed 
2017) due to the lacky of understory shrubs to 
provide nesting cover. We need to address this. 
We do not wish to lose our remaining Zebra 
Finches, Red-browed Finches & Blue Wrens as 
well.  
 
Shrub species hopefully likely to be suitable as 
nesting & habitat plants for these small birds are:  
Gold-dust Wattle Acacia acinacea 
Sweet Bursaria Bursaria spinosa 
Hop Bush Dodonea viscosa 
Tree Violet Melicytus dentatus 
 
After a disappointing 15mm rainfall recorded in 
Pinkerton for May, we hope for more substantial 
rain in June so that we may resume planting 
understory shrubs.  
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Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group 
Working bee in Pinkerton Forest 
On Thursday 9th May Irene & Daryl continuing 
spraying Galenia in Pinkerton Forest. As the area 
adjoining the laneway is now largely clear of 
Galenia we turned our attention to the Pinkerton 
hinterland, & advanced southward into the Forest. 
We found plenty here awaiting action so we made 
two forays each, both carrying knapsacks.   

 
 
We were delighted to see literally thousands of 
small Grey Box saplings among the grass. The 
Forest is clearly renewing itself, replacing those old 
trees that fall in storms.  

 
 

 
 
After we finished spraying the Forest took on the 
appearance of being a crime scene. The bright 

crimson dye mixed with the herbicide looked as 
though the Forest floor was splattered with freshly-
shed blood; reminiscent of the scene suggested in 
‘Lord Ullin’s Daughter’ when the chief of Ulvers Isle 
fleeing while eloping with Lord Ullin’s daughter 
exclaims:   
“A Chieftain to the Highlands bound, 
Cries, ‘Boatman, do not tarry; 
And I’ll give thee a silver pound 
To row us o’er the ferry.’ 

‘Now who be ye would cross Lochgyle, 
This dark and stormy water?’ 
‘Oh! I’m the chief of Ulva’s isle, 
And this Lord Ullin’s daughter. 

‘And fast before her father’s men 
Three days we’ve fled together, 
For should he find us in the glen, 
My blood would stain the heather.” 

The irrigation paddock adjacent to the laneway had 
been recently inundated. A large flock of Straw-
necked Ibis was picking its way through the flooded 
paddock among the cattle, no doubt feasting on 
invertebrates & other small creatures flushed out of 
the ground of the water. Hundreds of Froglets were 
calling loudly from the irrigation dam. As the usual 
flocks of herons (White-faced & White-necked 
Herons) were not present to feast on the frog 
bonanza the dam had probably only just been filled. 
The herons should arrive here in a day or so.  

 
Galah stripping bark in Pinkerton 

 
This Galah was observed stripping bark from a 
Grey Box tree adjacent to Upper Pinkerton Lane, 
on the way to the Green Shed. It is quite common 
to see where large patched of bark have been 
removed from trees in local woodlands but now we 
have caught a culprit in the act!  While having lunch 
we could hear ominous scratching sound from the 
canopy above. However it was only a pair of 
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Galahs chewing wood to enlarge a hollow. There 
was also a lone Bronzewing Pigeon flying among 
the trees. 
Over lunch we also observed that the robins had 
not yet appeared this year. However as we 
departed along the lane toward Mt Cottrell Rd we 
disturbed about fifteen Flame Robins; with about 
three brightly coloured males among them, 
resplendent in their charcoal-grey tuxedos & flame-
red vests!   

 
Flame Robin photographed by Nora Peters 

 
Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group 
On Thursday 16th May, Allison, Irene, Rosemary, 
Lorraine, Simon & Daryl of PLEG, as well as Suzi 
Geratty of Naturewest, returned to Pinkerton for a 
working bee followed by a meeting. We continued 
deeper into the Forest to tackle the Galenia. There 
will still be plenty of Galenia for our next working 
bee on Thursday 23rd May.  
 
PLEG’s next meeting will be Thursday 18th July at 
12:00 in Pinkerton Forest at the Green Shed, 
folowing a working bee in the Forest. Cottrell Road. 
Melway Map 221. 

 
 
We also noticed that Greater Western Water 
(GWW) were dismantling the dilapidated fence 
around the Forest in preparation to replacing it with 

a new fence. This will hopefully prevent livestock 
from entering the Forest. Many thanks to GWW for 
the new fence!  
 
Eynesbury Environment Group: Birdwalk in 
Melton Botanic Garden 

 
 
On Saturday 18th May Pam & Daryl visited Melton 
Botanic Garden for our May birdwalk. On arrival we 
found a flowering eucalypt tree beside the carpark 
that was literally full of nectar-feeding birds. These 
included Rainbow & Musk Lorikeets, new Holland, 
& White-plumed Honeyeaters & Red Wattlebirds. 
Pam noticed a Kangaroo Grass of unusual 
proportions, almost 2 metres in height! It is 
obviously flourishing in the care of FMBG 
gardeners!  As usual we saw large numbers of 
birds, including 19 species. Melton Botanic Garden 
features plants that tolerate a dry climate and low 
water conditions. It is one of Melton’s finest birding 
sites. Birds observed were recorded on eBird:  
https://ebird.org/checklist/S175243651;  
 
PLEG: Bird survey Pinkerton & Eynesbury 

 
Werribee Wagtails with new fence 

 
On Thursday 23rd May Pinkerton Landcare & 
Environment Group (PLEG) & Werribee Wagtails 

mailto:jenniferkayakers@outlook.com
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held a quarterly bird survey in Pinkerton Forest, 
Mulla Mulla Woodland (aka Bushs Paddock) & 
Eynesbury Forest. birds observed will be recorded 
on eBird. A Blue-winged Parrot was seen- a first for 
Pinkerton Forest! Our number of bird species 
recorded here is now 134!! 

 
Blue-winged Parrots photographed by Nora Peters 
 
Eynesbury Environment Group: Swift Parrot 
survey 
On Sunday 26th May Chris Lunardi of EEG led a 
Swift Parrot survey in Eynesbury Forest. They 
observed a total of 27 bird species but sadly no 
Swift Parrots. Birds seen were recorded on eBird: 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S177174866; Swift 
Parrots migrate between Tasmania & the 
Australian mainland. They nest in forests in 
Tasmanian, migrate across Bass Strait to over-
winter in mainland forests, then return again in 
Spring. Unfortunately they are endangered due to 
massive clearing of the old trees in which they nest.  
 
According to Birdlife Australia: “Less than 750 Swift 
Parrots are estimated to currently exist in the wild 
— a population decline of more than 60% since a 
previous estimate in 2011’ 
https://birdlife.org.au/events/swift-parrot-
search/#:~:text=Join%20the%20Swift%20Parrot%2
0Search,mid%2DJuly%20and%20late%20August.
&text=Round%202%3A%2013%20July%20to%202
5%20August.;  

 
Swift Parrot photographed by Leigh Francis 

New fence at Pinkerton Forest  
Greater Western Water have engaged fencing 
contractors AJM to place a new fence beside 
Pinkerton Forest & the lane. The old fence was 
showing its age & was quite dilapidated. When 
stock were being moved along the lane they would 
often get into the Forest, damaging new plants. The 
new fence will prevent this happening & allow for 
understory plants to survive better.  

 
 
Many thanks to William Rajendram (Senior 
Environmental Manager at Greater Western Water) 
for the new fence! 
 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

Eynesbury Environment Group Meeting 
Wednesday 18th September 7 - 9pm 
Ms Peacock Restaurant & Bar, Eynesbury 
Homestead. Arrive at 6.00 for tea for a 7.00 start 
Eynesbury Environment Group Meeting 
Wednesday 13th November 7 – 9.00 pm 
Ms Peacock Restaurant & Bar, Eynesbury 
Homestead  
 

Eynesbury Market 

Eynesbury Environment Group is a regular 
participant in Eynesbury Market as a stall holder 
Sunday 24th March   Sunday 28th April 
Sunday 26th May   Sunday 23rd June 
Sunday 28th July  Sunday 25th August 
Sunday 22nd September Sunday 27th October 
Sunday 24th November        Sunday 22nd December 
 

BIRDWATCHING IN MELTON  

Birdwatching activities in Melton are now confined 
to two groups. 
These include: 

• Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group  

• Eynesbury Environment Group 
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PLEG / Werribee Wagtrails 

Bird surveys at Pinkerton & Eynesbury  

Note: We are proposing to change bird surveys 
at Pinkerton/Eynesbury to week day in the 
future. The surveys will be done on the 
third Wednesday instead of the Sunday unless 
there is some furious uproar within the ranks. 
 
Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group (PLEG) 
& Werribee Wagtails once again invite the 
community to join them birding at Pinkerton Forest 
& Mulla Mulla Woodland (Bush's Paddock) in the 
morning & Eynesbury Forest in the afternoon. 
Toilets, café & bar at Eynesbury & composting 
toilet at Pinkerton.  Eynesbury Forest, is one of 
Victoria’s largest remaining stands of Grey Box), 
We finish around 3 pm. Flat but uneven ground, 
with no paths. 
 
Within the greater City of Melton, over 170 different 
bird species have been recorded. About 127 bird 
species have been recorded at Pinkerton & about 
170 at Eynesbury to date. Wedge-tailed Eagles 
regularly nest in these woodlands. These quarterly 
surveys provide valuable scientific data as to both 
bird diversity & numbers in these woodlands. This 
data helps us make decisions & plan for the 
protection of our vulnerable birdlife. Citizen science 
in action! We may see some of the 60 or so 
kangaroos that live across all three of these 
adjoining sites as well as the several hundred 
kangaroos in Eynesbury. Birds of Pinkerton & 
Eynesbury Forests are recorded on eBird.  
 
Pinkerton is private property located at 
athttp://goo.gl/maps/drFnS. 0-p’;l./;   
From Werribee, drive up Tarneit Road, turn left into 
Boundary Road, then turn right into Mt Cottrell 
Road. After about 3 Km, just after a rise, there is a 
group of houses on the left. The gravel track to 
Pinkerton (behind a locked gate) is just before the 
first house (1668 Mt Cottrell Road).  
 
Mulla Mulla Grassland (formerly Bush’s Paddock) 
is accessed by the same track. For more info: John 
McKenzie jackmack37@hotmail.com; or Daryl 
Akers jenniferkayakers@outlook.com; (0438 277 
252). Meet at Mt Cottrell Road. Melway Map 221 
Ref H8 Gates open 8.45 am, walk starts 9.00 
 
Pinkerton & Eynesbury bird surveys are now 
held quarterly on the third Wednesday of 
February, May, August & November  
 

Walks in 2024: 
Sunday 18th August          Sunday 17th November 
 

Eynesbury Environment Group: 

Nature Walks 

The Eynesbury Environment Group’s (EEG) nature 
walks are back for 2024. Join us for a guided walk 
through the Eynesbury Grey Box Forest and 
discover why it is one of the most important 
woodlands around Melbourne. 
 
Meet outside of the Eynesbury General Store. 
Bring long pants, walking shoes, water, binoculars 
(available to borrow), camera. All walks are free! 
All ages, bird watching abilities and interest levels 
welcome. More walks and events are added 
throughout the year. For further details, updates or    
to join the Group contact us 
at: eynesbury.environment.group@gmail.com;  or 
follow Eynesbury Environment Group on Facebook. 
 
Eynesbury Environment Group’s nature walks  
 
Sunday 28th July  9am - 11:30am 
Eynesbury Nature Walk  
 
Saturday 5th October  7pm - 9pm 
Eynesbury Nature Night Walk  
Meet at Tooronga Rd 
 
Sunday 3rd November   9am - 11:30am 
Eynesbury Flora Walk  
Led by Simon and Lorraine Jolly 
 

EEG: Melton Bird Walks 2024 schedule  

Saturday 15th June Hannah Watts Park 
Hannah Watts Park is a popular park, beside 
Toolern Creek, in High St, just east of the 
shopping centre, opposite the golf course. Melway 
Page 337 Ref D9  
 
Saturday 20th July Toolern Creek 
Toolern Creek (Big Red) There is a footpath that 
runs along the creek. The creek forms a corridor 
for birds & other wildlife through Melton, from 
Toolern Vale in the north to the Toolern Regional 
Park in the south, thence to the Werribee River. 
Meet at Tamar Drive Melway Ref 337 C9 
 
Saturday 17th August Strathtulloh 
Strathtulloh Woodland is a remnant regenerating 
Grey Box Woodland overlooking Toolern Creek 
Meet in Strathtulloh Circuit Melway 343 Ref A12 
 
Saturday 14th September Melton Gilgai 

mailto:jenniferkayakers@outlook.com
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Melton Gilgai Woodland (Harkness Road 
Woodland) is a remnant Grey Box/ Yellow Gum 
woodland. We hope to see a variety of woodland 
birds. Perhaps also some of the 100+ kangaroos 
that live here. 
Meet in Harkness Road Melway map 330 Ref B11 
Drive through Melton along High Street, west 
along the old Western Highway toward Bacchus 
Marsh. 
Turn right (north) into Harkness Road, just before 
descending into the deep Anthonys Cutting. 
There is a woodland a few km down the road. 
 
Saturday 19th October Eynesbury Forest 
Eynesbury is a 200 hectare Grey Box Woodland 
with over 150 bird species observed so far, as well 
as a small ornamental lake rich in wetland birdlife. 
A rare opportunity to see woodland bird species. 
Toilet facilities, general store, restaurant & bar! On 
Fire Ban Days, walk will be around the lake only. 
Eynesbury Discovery Centre Melway 226 Ref H1 
 
Saturday 16th November Long Forest Mallee 
Long Forest Mallee (LFM) is a unique Mallee 
remnant between Melton & Bacchus Marsh. Long 
Forest Road Melway 335 Ref E3 
 

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS 

Wattle Day  
Sunday September 1st 
September 1st, the first day of spring, is recognised 
as Wattle Day in Australia. According to the Wattle 
Day Association: ‘Since 1992 National Wattle Day 
has been 1st September in all of Australia's States 
and Territories. Before then, Australians in different 
States celebrated wattle day on different days 
between August and September.  
https://wattleday.asn.au/; 
 
2024 NATIONAL ENTOMOLOGY INSECT EXPO -
Woodend Buffalo Stadium  4th-6th October  
‘The National Entomology Insect Expo is Australia’s 
largest exhibition showcasing the entire Science of 
Entomology (Insects) to the general public. This 
spectacular exhibition will promise visitors a unique 
and fascinating look into the world of insects and 
their relatives. 
Featuring Entomologists, Insect Researchers, 
Breeders, Spider and Scorpion Keepers, Insect 
Educators and Specialist Insect Retailers, this 
amazing event also brings together a large number 
of static Entomological Collections, 'Live' Insect 
displays, Spiders, Scorpions and Related 
Invertebrates, Childrens Workshops, Entomological 
Merchandise and the ongoing research work of the 
C.V.R.I.C. Over 100 exhibitors from all over 

Australia will feature spectacular displays, many of 
which have never been seen by the public. 
Featured Insect Pantomime Entertainment will be 
there to meet and greet all visitors and Quality 
Food Catering will also be available On-Site during 
the entire 3 day event.’ 
TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE. admin@cvric.com.au;  

 
 

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

‘Swift Parrots still in peril, despite revised 
numbers of surviving birds due to new 
counting method’ 
by Crystal McKay 25th Mar 2024  
According to ABC News: 

In short: Population levels for the swift parrot 

remain critically endangered, despite estimates 

increasing from 300 to 500 wild birds. 

Deforestation of native trees is a major 

contributor to the species' potential extinction, 

as swift parrots like to breed in the same place 

each year. 
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What's next? Politicians are being called on to 

halt native logging in Tasmania to help preserve 

the species. 

‘While a new method of counting has resulted in 
the estimates of an endangered bird species being 
revised upwards, researchers say it in no way 
means the threat of extinction has lessened for the 
swift parrot. 

New research has found the population has many 
as 500 individuals, an increase on the 300 
estimated in a 2020 survey. 

The new research, conducted by The Australian 
National University (ANU), has confirmed fears the 
population of swift parrots — which breeds only in 
eastern Tasmania — is rapidly declining. 

Researcher Dejan Stojanovic and his team from 
ANU's environment department recorded the new 
estimate by using a more precise method involving 
genetic markers and an updated sample size from 
a decade's worth of data, replacing the previous 
population estimate. 

Researchers rely on population data to develop 
conservation strategies and to estimate the time 
until a species' predicted extinction. 

Some scientists, including Dr Stojanovic, believe 
that swift parrots could be extinct by 2031. 

He said Tasmania's old-growth native forests had 
been "severely affected by logging" over the past 
few decades, "diminishing the availability of habitat" 
that the swift parrots need to breed, which has 
ultimately left the species critically endangered and 
vulnerable to extinction. 

Sugar gilders also pose some threat to swift 
parrots, as the non-endemic marsupials prey on the 
birds and their eggs. 

However, Dr Stojanovic said that "the predation of 
sugar gliders is worst in areas that have been 
logged", and that logging is therefore the 
"underlying driver" of the decrease in swift parrots. 

He said that sugar gliders were often used as 
"convenient scapegoats that cover for a lack of 
forest management" and deflect from 
conversations on old-growth native logging. 

How can we save the swift parrots? 

The nomadic birds breed exclusively in Tasmania 
during the warmer months, before migrating to the 

Australian mainland over winter. 

‘Death by a thousand cuts’ 
The swift parrot is now classed as ‘critically 
endangered’ – one step from extinction. 
Conservationists say it’s a victim of fundamentally 
flawed laws that have failed to protect its habitat. 

Dr Stojanovic said that Tasmania's political leaders 
needed to stop treating the species as a "political 
football", and that policies on forest protection need 
to be put in place by the state government to save 
the swift parrots. 

While protections are yet to be implemented, 
the Supreme Court of Tasmania ordered logging to 
be suspended in a Huon Valley forestry coupe this 
past January, as the area is known to be habitat for 
the swift parrot. 

The case to save their breeding ground was made 
by the Bob Brown Foundation, the not-for-profit 
organisation founded by the former leader of the 
Australian Greens. 

The decline of the swift parrot has not gone 
unnoticed outside of Tasmania. 

BirdLife Australia brought attention to the swift 
parrot's plight by naming them the 2023 Bird of the 
Year, while actor and environmentalist Leonardo 
DiCaprio has posted to his Instagram audience of 
62 million followers about the need to end native 
logging in Tasmania to prevent the species' 
extinction. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-03-25/critically-
endangered-swift-parrot-improved-population-
counting/103627232;  
 

Melton Wildlife   

The camera in Pinkerton Forest continues to catch 
a variety of wildlife visiting the Forest. 
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