MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
September 2024

WILDLIFE RESCUE Ring: 13 000 94535

RAINFALL

Melton South rainfall
September 2023 - August 2024
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Another disappointing 6mm rainfall recorded in
Melton South for August. Over the last year rainfall
has fluctuated widely. After watering regularly over
winter, sadly we still need to water into spring!

Wattle Day

Sunday September 1%

September 1%, the first day of spring, is recognised
as Wattle Day in Australia. According to the Wattle
Day Association: ‘Since 1992 National Wattle Day
has been 1st September in all of Australia's States
and Territories. Before then, Australians in
different States celebrated wattle day on different
days between August and September.
https://wattleday.asn.au/;

Our local bush & roadsides are now resplendent
with the warm yellow glow of wattle flowers, & their
heavy perfume. The stretch of Gisborne Road
between Toolern Vale & Coimaidai, once known
as

known as the Breakneck is lined with both wattle
flowers & the white & pink blossoms of wild plum
trees. Similarly, Greigs Road, between Exford &

AUGUST ACTIVITIES
Pinkerton Forest working bee

Alison & Irene planting in Pinkerton Forest

On Thursday 8™ August Alison, Irene & Daryl
returned to the Pinkerton Forest to continue
planting understory shrubs as part of our strategy
to enhance the habitat value & increase nesting
sites for our declining small woodland birds. We
planted five Gold-dust Wattles, seven Bursaria &
three Melicytis. We planted the Gold-dust Wattles
on the mound near the carpark beside the
Pinkerton graves. This has been something of a
No Mans Land over many years with many
plantings of different species, none of which were
successful, with the exception of two Gold-dust
Wattles. We took the success of these wattles as
an indicator of what we should be planting, hence
the five Gold-dust Wattles. We also planted
Bursarias & Melicytis. The remaining Bursarias &
Melicytis were planted nearby in the Forest,
among our recent plantings. These had to be well
guarded as there is an active rabbit warren on the
mound. We will need to deal with the rabbits.
Rabbits should cease to be a problem once the
perimeter fence is rabbit-proofed. We will also
need to return on a less windy day to real with the



https://wattleday.asn.au/

exotic weeds. The soil on this north-west corner of
the Forest was much drier than elsewhere, no
doubt due to its exposure to the drying north-
westerly winds. The soil on the mound was
especially dry as this site is the most exposed to
drying north-westerly winds.

The bush-peas we recently re-discovered were
beginning to flower & were identified by Alison as
Eutaxia diffusa. After planting we watered the
shrubs we have previously planted. Irene observed
that weekly watering will be needed due to the
extreme dryness of the soil & the absence of
decent rain lately.
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Small bird’s nest in Bursaria bush

On Friday 16" August, Irene & Daryl returned to
the Pinkerton Forest to water the shrubs we have
planted over the last few months as part of our
strategy to increase nesting sites for our declining
small woodland birds. Ominous warnings from the
weather bureau cast some doubt as to whether we
should proceed but fortunately the predicted
stormy conditions did not eventuate. We found this

small bird nest (perhaps Superb Fairy-wren or
Yellow-rumped Thornbill) in a Bursaria bush,
graphically illustrating the environmental value of
these prickly shrubs. Over two succeeding days
we have managed to water all the plants at this
site beside the Graves carpark. Irene also sprayed
Galenia & mattocked out Serrated Tussock.

About 20 litres of water (carried in plastic milk
bottles) were required to water all the new plants
at this site. Next week we will water those we
planted beside the Green Shed, especially as we
have had only 4.5mm rainfall to date this month!

A surprising sight was about five Whistling Kites,
concentrating on the adjacent grazing paddock.
They appeared to be feeding on a sheep carcase
among the tall Serrated Tussock which may
explain the uncharacteristic gathering of these
large raptors. We were also treated to the sight of
a Peregrine Falcon that twice swept through the
trees, in hot pursuit of a smaller bird.

EEG bird walk in Strathtulloh Woodland

On Saturday 17" August four people visited
Strathtulloh Woodland. The Woodland is a
remnant Grey Box Woodland overlooking Toolern
Creek. Again, the weather forecast was ominous,
threatening rain. However, we gambled on the
weather being milder than the prediction here in
the rain shadow, & were rewarded by a pleasant
morning, with only a few spots of rain.

Although the woodland is highly degraded with
little understory it is trying to regenerate itself. Tiny
Grey Box seedlings are constantly trying to grow
among the grass. Several years ago, Melton
Environment Group was given permission from the
management body, Melton Council, to protect
these. As these were being cut by the regular
grass-cutting operations MEG placed brightly
coloured stakes beside these so that the grass
mowers would know to avoid them. A decade later
many of these are three metres high! Also the
grass mowers are now allowing the native
undestory plants (Fragrant Saltbush, Melicytis,
Golden Wattle etc) to grow while eliminating the
exotic Boxthorns. This should hopefully create
more habitat for the smaller declining woodland
birds.

The nearby woodlands at Pinkerton & Eynesbury
are shining examples of what Grey Box
Woodlands should look like with their diversity of
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birdlife, showing what can be done by
environmental restoration.

82 bird species have been recorded here in
Strathtulloh.
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L2550394/bird-list;

We saw 20 bird species on the day.

Wood Duck Kookaburra
Eastern Rosella Red-rumped Parrot
Long-billed Corella Galah

Rainbow Lorikeet Crested Pigeon
Magpie Little Raven

Red-browed Firetall Blue Wren
White-plumed Honeyeater  Noisy Miner

Red Wattlebird Welcome Swallow
Starling Mynah

Willy Wagtalil Grey Fantail

Unfortunately, several species we would see
regularly when we first began bird observations
here are now gone, having disappeared over
several years: The return of a healthy understory
may hopefully address this decline. In 2014 the
bird watching group was shocked to discover that
the Woodland & its vulnerable wildlife was
threatened by grass slashing operations. Large
numbers of Grey Box saplings were being mown
along with the grass. Woody ground debris
suffered the same fate, as slashing operations to
remove Boxthorns also slashed fallen branches &
native understory. The threatened Victorian
Temperate Woodland Bird Community is
threatened by the slashing of understory & fallen
branches. Those small areas that have not been
slashed show vigorous regrowth of Grey Box
trees, as well as some regeneration of Golden
Wattle, Fragrant Saltbush, Gold-dust Wattle &
Melicytus.

The group was keen that we do something to
protect the woodland& its endangered birdlife.
Protection of the Woodland would not involve more
money than is already being spent here on
slashing operations. It was suggested that
treeguards placed around regenerating trees (by
volunteers to avoid cost to the taxpayer) should
prevent these from being mown down.

Brown Treecreeper & Diamond Firetail are two of
the threatened Victorian Temperate Woodland Bird
Community threatened by the slashing of fallen
tree branches. Brown Treecreepers are ground
feeders that need woodland habitat with woody
ground debris, but their continued existence in

Strathtulloh was threatened by slashing of
understory. Diamond Firetails are adversely
affected by clearing of native grasses from
woodlands & lack of understory for nesting .

Sadly we appear to have lost the Diamond
Firetails, Brown Treecreepers, Tree Martins &
Jacky Winters as these have not been either seen
or heard in Strathtulloh for several years.

Diamond Firetail last observed 2013

Brown Treecreeper “ 2013
Tree Martin “©o 2013
Jacky Winter “©o 2017

Pinkerton & Eyneshbury Forest Bird Survey

On Wednesday 21t August Werribee eight bird
observers from Werribee Wagtails & Pinkerton
Landcare & Environment Group hold their
quarterly bird survey in Pinkerton & Eynesbury
Forests. At least eight kangaroos greeted our
arrival in Pinkerton Forest. Raptors were a
conspicuous feature of the walk in Pinkerton/
Bush’s Paddock. Two Peregrine Falcons were
perched in a tree near the Green Shed. The larger
female was busily eating a bird, tentatively
identified as a Starling. On our watering visit the
previous Thursday we also saw a Peregrine
Falcon around the same tree, at one point taking
off in pursuit of a small bird. Hopefully this may be
a breeding pair. There was also a Hobby flying
above the trees in the same vicinity. Three
Whistling Kites also circled above the trees. Later
a Wedge-tailed Eagle made an appearance while
a pair of Brown Falcons appeared as we were
about to leave.
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These beautiful photos were taken by Clancy
Benson.
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White-fed Herons

Pinkerton Forest working bee

On Thursday 22" August, Irene & Daryl returned
to the Pinkerton Forest to water the shrubs on the
mound beside the carpark and then spray Galenia
around the Graves vicinity. There is always more

Peregrine Falcon atng Starling
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Galenia to spray! After lunch we then watered the
Bursarias & Melicitis near the Green shed that
were not looking well, as well as Simon’s three
Bush Peas (Eutaxia diffusa). The Bulokes we
planted here last year are looking good.

Irene made an observation that we had never
noticed before- there appears to be no mistletoe in
Pinkerton! Something we need to check. The Flora
& Fauna survey conducted by Ecology Australia in
2007 appears to make no mention of mistletoe
sightings:
https://www.pinkertonforest.com/html/070717 Pink
erton _Forest and Bush s Paddock FF Report

FINAL1.pdf;

Although mistletoe is disliked as a parasite by
many people it is a valuable part of woodland
diversity. As well as a food plant for several
butterfly & other insect species, the flowers provide
a valuable summer nectar source for honeyeaters
& other nectar feeding species, when few other
nectar sources are available. Is this another issue
that may need to be addressed?

Again, raptors were a feature. We again observed
the female Peregrine Falcon, perched in the dead
tree beside the gate, screeching loudly at the
vehicles before flying off. There was a host of
smaller birds enjoying the warm morning sunshine,
especially Tree Martins, Blue Wrens & Yellow-
rumped Thornbills. There was even a female
Golden Whistler. The warm north-westerly wind
reminded us of the need to water our plants
regularly, fortnightly for the bulk of he plants in the
northwest corner & possibly weekly for those on
the mound (the most vulnerable site in the Forest).
By 12.30 the birds had fallen silent, perhaps
relaxing in the warm sunshine & breeze.

26 bird species observed:
https://ebird.org/checklist/S192321178;

Eynesbury Market

On Sunday25th August Eynesbury Environment
Group had a stall at the Market. EEG is a regular
participant in Eynesbury Market as a stall holder.
Sadly, both stall & visitor numbers were low as
wild weather conditions had been predicted. About
twenty stalls were said to have cancelled. But as
Mark Twain suggested about reports of his own
sad demise, these predictions were somewhat
exaggerated. Much of the morning was rather
sunny & pleasant punctuated by gusts of wind that
occasionally seemed to threaten to blow away our
marquees (but didn’t!) merely causing sporadic

clouds of dust. Here in the Rain Shadow we tend
to take such grim predictions with the proverbial
grain of salt- here out west we are of sterner stuff!

However we still had quite a few visitors showing
an interest in native garden plants, local birdlife &
the environment in general, which is our purpose.
Susie Gerraty, our local Landcare Facilitator

made a surprise visit to lend a hand & offer
valuable advice. One Eynesbury lady who reported
to us of the wealth of birdlife that visits her garden
was especially proud of the White-browed Scrub-
wren that visits her garden, along with Blue Wrens,
thornbills & other birds. Scrub-wrens are not
commonly seen in Eynesbury, preferring a scrubby
understory- hence their name. She attracts the
small birds by constructing a mulch tower! This is
a cylinder of mesh that she fills with leaf litter so
that it will eventually form mulch. Apparently, the
small birds love to peck at the contents looking for
insects. Good for both the garden & for the birds!
Mid-afternoon the predicted wild weather arrived,
bringing high winds & thunderstorms, but sadly
only 3mm rain!
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On Wednesday 29th August Irene & Daryl again
visited Pinkerton where we watered the plants
beside the new Pinkerton gate beside Upper
Pinkerton Lane, the plants on the mound beside
the carpark. We then weeded the mound to
prevent the seeding of weeds here. We then
returned to the Green Shed where sprayed
Galenia in the Forest. There’s always more
Galenia! Once again, we stared the dire weather
prediction in the face & once again proved correct.
We enjoyed a pleasantly mild morning with the
wind picking up briefly but just as quickly dying
down again.
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The resident pair of Peregrine Falcons took flight
at our approach, wheeling among the treetops &
upsetting the Galahs that flew screeching into the
air. The Magpies were also unhappy with the
falcons’ presence, taking flight to do battle. A
minute or so later a Wedge-tailed Eagle decided to
fly low over the Forest. The falcons wisely moved
out of its way while the Magpies changed tack to
escort the eagle from the Forest.

We discovered that there were about six
Eremophila (Turkey Bush) planted beside the
Green Shed. So, as we had water left over, Irene
suggested we water these as well, to compensate
for having lost all ours the previous year.

Many thanks to Susie for the orange cake!

FUTURE ACTIVITIES

EEG Melton birdwalk

Saturday 14th September Melton Gilgai 9:00
Melton Gilgai Woodland (Harkness Road
Woodland) is a remnant Grey Box/ Yellow Gum
woodland. We hope to see a variety of woodland
birds. Perhaps also some of the 100+ kangaroos
that live here.

Meet in Harkness Road Melway map 330 Ref B11
Drive through Melton along High Street, west
along the old Western Highway toward Bacchus
Marsh.

Turn right (north) into Harkness Road, just before
descending into the deep Anthonys Cutting.
There is a woodland a few km down the road.

Eynesbury Environment Group Meeting
Wednesday 18" September 7 - 9pm

Ms Peacock Restaurant & Bar, Eynesbury
Homestead. Arrive at 6.00 for tea for a 7.00 start

Eynesbury Environment Group Meeting
Wednesday 13" November 7 —9.00 pm
Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group
Working Bee Pinkerton Forest Thursday 10:00
5" September 12" September
19" September

AGM & working bee Thursday 26"
September

Eynesbury Market

Eynesbury Environment Group is a regular
participant in Eynesbury Market as a stall holder
Sunday 22" September Sunday 27" October
Sunday 24" November Sunday 22"
December

BIRDWATCHING IN MELTON
Birdwatching activities in Melton are now confined
to two groups.
These include:
e Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group
e Eynesbury Environment Group

PLEG / Werribee Wagtails

Bird surveys at Pinkerton & Eynesbury
Note: change to quarterly bird survey days
Pinkerton/Eynesbury quarterly bird surveys
will now be done on a week day in the future.
The surveys will be done on the

third Wednesday instead of the Sunday.
Pinkerton Landcare & Environment Group (PLEG)
& Werribee Wagtails once again invite the
community to join them birding at Pinkerton Forest
& Mulla Mulla Woodland (Bush's Paddock) in the
morning & Eynesbury Forest in the afternoon.
Toilets, café & bar at Eynesbury & composting
toilet at Pinkerton. Eynesbury Forest, is one of
Victoria’s largest remaining stands of Grey Box),
We finish around 3 pm. Flat but uneven ground,
with no paths in Pinkerton. Part of the Eynesbury
walk is on a bush track.

Within the greater City of Melton, over 170
different bird species have been recorded. About
127 bird species have been recorded at Pinkerton
& 170 at Eynesbury to date. Wedge-tailed Eagles
regularly nest in these woodlands. These quarterly
surveys provide valuable scientific data as to both
bird diversity & numbers in these woodlands. This
data helps us make decisions & plan for the
protection of our vulnerable birdlife. Citizen
science in action! We may see some of the 60 or
so kangaroos that live across all three of these
adjoining sites as well as the several hundred
kangaroos in Eynesbury. Birds of Pinkerton &
Eynesbury Forests are recorded on eBird.

Pinkerton is private property located at
athttp://goo.gl/maps/drFnS. 0-p’;l./;

From Werribee, drive up Tarneit Road, turn left
into Boundary Road, then turn right into Mt Cottrell
Road. After about 3 Km, just after a rise, there is a
group of houses on the left. The gravel track to
Pinkerton (behind a locked gate) is just before the
first house (1668 Mt Cottrell Road).

Mulla Mulla Grassland (formerly Bush’s Paddock)
is accessed by the same track. For more info:
John McKenzie jackmack37@hotmail.com; or
Daryl Akers jenniferkayakers@outlook.com; (0438

Daryl Akers Phone: 0438 277 252
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277 252). Meet at Mt Cottrell Road. Melway Map
221 Ref H8 Gates open 8.45 am, walk starts 9.00

Pinkerton & Eynesbury bird surveys are now
held quarterly on the third Wednesday of
February, May, August & November

Wed. 20th November

Eynesbury Environment Group:

Nature Walks

The Eynesbury Environment Group’s (EEG) nature
walks are back for 2024. Join us for a guided walk
through the Eynesbury Grey Box Forest and
discover why it is one of the most important
woodlands around Melbourne.

Meet outside of the Eynesbury General Store.
Bring long pants, walking shoes, water, binoculars
(available to borrow), camera. All walks are free!
All ages, bird watching abilities and interest levels
welcome. More walks and events are added
throughout the year. For further details, updates or
to join the Group contact us

at: eynesbury.environment.group@gmail.com; or
follow Eynesbury Environment Group on
Facebook.

Eynesbury Environment Group’s nature walks
Saturday 5" October 7pm - 9pm
Eynesbury Nature Night Walk

Meet at Tooronga Rd
Sunday 3" November 9am - 11:30am
Eynesbury Flora Walk

Led by Simon and Lorraine Jolly

EEG: Melton Bird Walks 2024 schedule
Saturday 19" October Eynesbury Forest
Eynesbury is a 200 hectare Grey Box Woodland
with over 150 bird species observed so far, as well
as a small ornamental lake rich in wetland birdlife.
A rare opportunity to see woodland bird species.
Toilet facilities, general store, restaurant & bar! On
Fire Ban Days, walk will be around the lake only.
Eynesbury Discovery Centre Melway 226 Ref H1

Saturday 16" November Long Forest Mallee
Long Forest Mallee (LFM) is a unique Mallee
remnant between Melton & Bacchus Marsh. Long
Forest Road Melway 335 Ref E3

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS

Darley Community & Garden: Spring Fair
Saturday 12" October 10.00 - 3.00

‘The spring fair is the Community activation for the
Darley Community Art Garden. Where they
showcase the garden, have groups attend to show
their products, talk about the environment, the best
plants to have in gardens, and discuss with the
general public knowledge and information about
different groups that are in the local vicinity
Maddingly Botanical will be running a workshop on
some native plants.’

The Darley Community Art Garden (DCAG) at the
Bacchus Marsh Baptist Church 31-37 Holts Lane
Darley. Contact Felicity 0400 520 042
admin@urbanmarkets.com.au;

2024 NATIONAL ENTOMOLOGY INSECT EXPO
-Woodend Buffalo Stadium 4"-6™" October

‘The National Entomology Insect Expo is
Australia’s largest exhibition showcasing the entire
Science of Entomology (Insects) to the general
public. This spectacular exhibition will promise
visitors a unique and fascinating look into the world
of insects and their relatives.

Featuring Entomologists, Insect Researchers,
Breeders, Spider and Scorpion Keepers, Insect
Educators and Specialist Insect Retailers, this
amazing event also brings together a large number
of static Entomological Collections, 'Live' Insect
displays, Spiders, Scorpions and Related
Invertebrates, Childrens Workshops,
Entomological Merchandise and the ongoing
research work of the C.V.R.I.C. Over 100
exhibitors from all over Australia will feature
spectacular displays, many of which have never
been seen by the public. Featured Insect
Pantomime Entertainment will be there to meet
and greet all visitors and Quality Food Catering will
also be available On-Site during the entire 3 day
event.’

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE.
admin@cvric.com.au;

he third NATIONAL INSECT EXPO for 2024 will
be held on the 4th - 5th and 6th of October at the
Buffalo Sports Stadium, Forest Street, Woodend.
Tickets are now available and due to venue
Capacity Limits, priority will be given to Pre-
Booked On-Line Ticket Holders.

In order to avoid long queues, we suggest you
book your tickets early here:
https://courses.cvric.com.au/index.php?route=prod
uct/category&path=65

The Insect Expo Team

Live displays Insect breeders

Daryl Akers Phone: 0438 277 252
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Insect craftworks Scorpions & spiders
Entomology publications Workshops/activities
Insect keepers & experts Rare collections

3 days of rare & unique displays

Destruction of Frog hotspot in Rees Road
This wetland in Rees Road has just been
bulldozed! The wetland here was a hotspot for
frogs. It was also the home to Spadefoot Toads,
found in only a few sites in & around Melton.

In previous wet years, in the colder months,
Spadefoot Toads could be heard calling here from
several blocks away.

‘After several days rain in late March a single
Spadefoot Toad was heard calling from the small
wetland in Rees Road, in Melton South. The call is
a long drawn out purring sound that can carry a
surprisingly long distance in the night. These
uncommon frogs burrow deep into the soil when
their wetland dries out, using ‘spades’ on their hind
legs. Despite their name, they are frogs, not toads!
Perhaps Spadefoot Frogs may be a more suitable
name? Apparently they may burrow a metre deep
into the soil to escape drought. They have been
recorded in only a few places around Melbourne,
including Melton South & Sunbury. Several have
been recorded in Rees Road Wetland in Melton
South as well as beside Pinkerton Forest near
Cottrell. In the past they could be heard calling
about three days after heavy rains.. Their future is
uncertain as a large housing estate is developing
just across the road. Hopefully this remnant
population will not be destroyed by housing
development’
https://natureoutwest.wordpress.com/2017/04/12/s
padefoot-toads-in-melton-south-after-heavy-rains/;
&
https://frogs.org.au/frogs/species/Neobatrachus/su
delli/; &
https://bwvp.ecolinc.vic.edu.au/fieldguide/fauna/su
dells-frog#details;

.....

Rees Road wetléﬁd August 2024

As a result of surrounding housing development
there is now another, much larger man-made
wetland just across the road. Over the soggy New
Year period a total of four species were heard
calling:

Common Froglets
Pobblebonks

Spotted Marsh Frogs
Whistling Treefrogs

Hopefully some of the Spadefoot Toads managed
to escape the destruction & move to the new man-
made wetland across the road. Hopefully!
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Photos by Richard Akers in Rees Road
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