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KABYV City Pride Award 2003 Winner: City Pride: Landcare Group

KABV Sustainability Cities Finalist 2005 Protection of the Environment Award: Protection of Pinkerton Forest

KABYV / Sustainable Cities Award 2010 Winner Protection of the Environment: The Sea-eagle has Landed

KABV / Sustainable Cities Award 2014 Winner Protection of the Environment: Outdoor classroom on the Werribee River
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Weeding at Pinkerton Link Sunday 14" January 2018

Irene mwig weeds with io, Joan and Jaqueline in backgrond

PLEG commenced activities in 2018 in Pinkerton Link on Sunday 14" January. Frances, Jaqueline,
Irene, Joan, Simon & Daryl began the year’s activities by cutting and spraying some of the exotic
seeding grasses growing on last year’'s spread mulch. Ground that had been so recently scorched
black by the invasive fire was now covered in rampant weed grasses. Non-native grass was seeding on
one of the mulch islands, and the stalks needed to be cut before the seeds matured. This was tackled
by Irene with her lawn mower, Daryl with a whipper snipper and Simon with spray backpack. Other
weeds were mattocked out by Frances, Joan and Jaqueline. Those weeds remaining will be mowed by
Western Water.

Those trees scorched by the fire in November 2017 are now showing green regrowth, illustrating the
resilience of Greybox Trees and their resistance to bushfire. Similarly the grasses are now growing
green and lush after summer rains.
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Simon spraying Couch Grass
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This was followed by a walk in Pinkerton Forest in the hope of collecting rare native grass seed and
hopefully look for wildflowers also (especially Plains Joyweed as it is in flower in Pinkerton now).
Suitable grass seed however was not available in the forest. There were no many birds as the day
was not warm. These included two raptors, an Australian Hobby that called almost incessantly until
it was disturbed and a Brown Goshawk. However there were few other bids with the exception of
large numbers of Tree Martins that were actively hawking for insects.

While in Pinkerton Forest we checked out the new memorial plaques that replaced the old plagues that
had faded over the years.
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Weeding in Pinkerton Forest 16" January

On Tuesday 16" January Frances and Daryl visited Pinkerton Forest to spray Galenia.

(Carpet Weed). There was more Galenia in the Forest than we hoped to see, making a return visit
necessary.

We were pleased to see a Koala looking down from a tree overlooking the Pinkerton grave site.

We were looking for native grass seeds (especially Austrostipa exilis which grows around the bases of
Grey Box trees) but suitable ripe seed was in very short supply.

A large female Brown Goshawk kept circling over the canopy, hopefully seeking a rabbit lunch!
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Frances spréying Galenia
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Weeding in Pinkerton Forest 7" February
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and Rosemary weeding

Frances, Irene, Rosemary and Daryl visited Pinkerton Forest on Wednesday 7™ February where we
weeded the mound beside the carpark near the Pinkerton graves. As this is beside the main entrance
into Pinkerton Forest it gives visitors their first impression of the Forest, hence the need to keep the site
presentable. The Gold-dust Wattles we are establishing here are growing nicely.

We then gathered the tiny berries of the saltbush ground covers that grow in the vicinity; Ruby Saltbush
(Enchylaena tomentosa) and Berry Saltbush (Atriplex semibaccata). These were then scattered over
the mound, in the soil disturbed by weed removal. Saltbush berries provide food for birds and ants.
Indeed Purple Meat Ants are often seen carrying the berries, presumably to their nests. Perhaps they
may be agents of seed dispersal?

Birdlife was understandably quiet due to the hot morning but four raptor species still made their
presence known; Black-shouldered Kite, Brown Falcon, Brown Goshawk and two White-belled Sea-
eagles. The sea-eagles are more usually residents of Western Treatment Plant at Werribee, but
regularly fly along the Werribee River corridor and are intermittent visitors to the treatment ponds at
Surbiton Park and Melton Reservoir. Anecdotal advice suggests they may have nested in Melton
Reservoir last year. A single Pink-eared Duck flew over us, possibly en route to the treatment pond.

The sea-eagles graphically illustrate the crucial importance of the Werribee River corridor to birds and
other wildlife through the rapidly developing western region. Koalas, kangaroos, wallabies also use this
corridor, as well as migratory birds that follow the Great Dividing Range from northern Australia to
Victoria, then along the Werribee River to the coast.
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ornlng tea at Pinkerton Forest
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Frances spraying weeds in fenced enclosure at Pinkerton Flat
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Spreading mulch & sowing seed at Pinkerton Link 25" February 2018

On 25" February 2018 Frances, Irene, Karen, Frances, Inna, Kevin, Simon and Daryl returned to
Pinkerton Link where we continued the process of spreading the truckloads of mulch that had been
deposited in 2017, purchased by the Birdlife Australia grant. The process of spreading the mulch had
been begun by Western Water staff. PLEG members returned to fine tune’ the mulch spreading by
making sure it was spread wider and more evenly, to an optimum depth of about 10cm.

This was followed by scattering native grass seed (Kangaroo Grass, Wallaby Grass and Speargrass).
This was physically achieved by broadcasting handfuls of seed across the mulched area, then raking
over the mulch to ensure that the seed was settled into the mulch and not blown away by wind. The
seed was scattered over a wide area thanks to the wind, which was surprisingly cold after the warm
muggy conditions of the day before. .

After morning tea we surveyed the Link. We were pleased to discover that the Drooping Sheokes
planted several years ago, that were burnt by the fire in November 2017, have now begun to re-sprout;

like the Grey Box saplings a month previously. Again proving the resilience of the Australian bush in the

face of fire.

Kevin even identified a new bird species for the Link- Weebills chattering in the foliage of the 2-3 metre
trees, bringing our bird total to 46. Even over the dry summer the tree saplings are showing new foliage
growth.

Spreading mulch in Pinkerton Link
Pinkerton Link: creating a wildlife corridor connecting two remnant Grey Box Woodlands
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Morning tea at Pink Link
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Weeding at Pinkerton Flat

On Tuesday 6™ March Frances & Daryl sprayed weeds in the rabbit-proof enclosure at Pinkerton Flat.
We sprayed Serrated Tussock & Pattersons Curse. We found large numbers of Garden Skinks
(Lampropholis guichenoti) scurrying through the grass. These small skinks are quite abundant along
the river, no doubt forming a valuable component in the food web. They probably provide a valuable
food supply for the Sacred Kingfishers that return here each summer to nest. Grasshoppers of various
sizes & species (some exceeding the lizards in size) also abounded in the grass. The naturally grown
Melicytis are growing prolifically within the enclosure.
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On Monday 26" March Frances & Daryl mattocked weeds in the north-east corner in Pink Link. We
then sprayed Galenia in Pinkerton Forest.
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